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We need not concern ourselves much with these
ways of classifying the forms of devotion here. Some
are drawn to God through sorrow or disappointment in
the world, some through curiosity, or disgust at the
instability of earthly joys (cf. Gita 7 ; 16); but the
highest of these is that which 'has its only motive the
service of the Beloved, the lover thinking not of herself
at all. The Sattvic devotion arises from distress in the
world ; it offers the fruits of action to God and worships
Him as the Creator. A Rajasic devotee desires pleasure
and reward, and adores images; the Tamasic devotee
is inspired by jealousy, anger or hypocrisy to seek fame
or wealth (Gita 17 : 11-13 etc.),

4. He is more easily won through Devotion
than in other ways; Devotion is itself the
proof of this, nor does it need further proof,
for its very nature is peace and utmost bliss.
(BS 58-60)

Yes, such selfless love, wherein all self-centred
thoughts disappear, is the highest possible bliss we can
know on earth, or elsewhere. How can we prove this ?
Only by experience. He who tastes and sees how good
the Lord is knows that to love Him is the very extreme
of joy and peace. Its very sweetness makes Devotion
the best and easiest of paths, for it needs only the
loving memory of God, a childlike faith in Him, and a
^ense of our need for Him to cultivate the highest
surrender (prapatti). When we realise how good God
really is, we are filled with peace at once, no matter how
many storms may rage outside. Knowing that all is full
of His grace, we are freed at once from sin and weak-
ness, made ripe for Devotion. The very bliss that
then surges up in us is itself the proof of God's grace
in us, for it comes only to those who have dropped all